Maclay Middle School

Eighth Grade Summer Reading

Through hands-on learning experiences, classroom discussions, and written reflection we
pose a challenge to our 8th graders--Discover What You are Made of! This thematic unit
crosses between classes, giving students the opportunities to consider what sparks their
curiosity and to uncover the passions that make them who they are. We are
kick-starting this conversation with our Summer Community Novel selections. We're
asking that each student select one of the following community novels. These
community novels are designed to allow students to begin their year by connecting
with other students in their class as they discuss their selected book. Students should be
prepared to participate in a project for the grade level thematic novel during the first
two weeks of school. Then students should select one book from the free-choice list.
While reading the free-choice book, students should answer two questions (listed on
page 4) about the book and submit the answers to their Language Arts teacher no later
than Friday, August 12th. Each answer must be at least 300 typed or handwritten words.

If you have any questions,
please contact Dr. Overstreet
(roverstreet@maclay.org) or
Ms. Sheward
(esheward@maclay.org)
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Note: While all books are written for middle grades and are appropriate for our readers, there may be
scenes that prompt family conversation. We encourage you to use resources such as
CommonSenseMedia.com to learn more about your student’s selected novels.
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Fantasy and Science Fiction
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Historical Fiction
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Free E-Books and Audio Books

Several of your reading choices are
available on Maclay's digital library, Sora,
for no additional cost! Read or listen on a
phone, tablet, or computer!

Titles that have a * are available for free on
the Maclay digital library, Sora!

Download the Sora app or go to
http://soraapp.com and enter "Maclay" as
your school. Then enter "eighth" for both
the username and password to log into
your shared grade level account. In
contrast with your individual Sora account,
the books in this community account will
be available over the whole summer for
multiple students to read the same book at
the same fime.

If you need any help, please contact your

librarian, Mr. Low (dlow@maclay.org), who
is happy to help you!

Free-Choice Book Questions:

Identify one character from your
book who you relate to and explain
the ways in which you and the
character are similar. Use examples
from the book and your life to

support your answer.

Identify one character from your
book who differs from you and
explain what you learned from their
experiences and perspective. Use
examples from the book to support
your answer.



